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fragile families, and a dearth of jobs. 
And even if released prisoners do find a 
promising job opportunity, they often 
face employer resistance to hiring peo-
ple with criminal backgrounds. In 
many cases, they will fail to become 
fully rehabilitated and go on to com-
mit more crimes. 

We must end this revolving door of 
failure. We must create a pathway for 
people coming out of jail to get the 
jobs, skills, and education they need to 
reject a life of crime in favor of honest 
contributions to their communities. 

There is no question that breaking 
the law should have consequences. And 
it is true that we have to do more as 
parents to teach our children that vio-
lence is always wrong. But if convicted 
offenders are not given the tools they 
need to become constructive members 
of our communities after they serve 
their time, we all suffer the con-
sequences. 

That is why the passage of the Sec-
ond Chance Act is so important. This 
measure will support faith- and com-
munity-based organizations working 
with State and local authorities to give 
former prisoners a second chance at a 
meaningful life. It makes funding 
available for transitional jobs pro-
grams and housing, for support health 
services, and educational needs. More-
over, priority is given to projects that 
serve communities with large ex-pris-
oner populations and to those that do a 
good job of reintegrating their partici-
pants. 

Again, I commend my colleagues in 
the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, Democrats and Republicans, who 
supported the Second Chance Act. I 
urge the President of the United States 
to act quickly to enact this bill into 
law.∑ 
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(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

VISIT OF AUSTRALIAN PRIME 
MINISTER KEVIN RUDD 

∑ Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, I would 
like to extend my sincere welcome to 
the Honorable Kevin Rudd, who is 
making his first trip to the United 
States as the newly elected Prime Min-
ister of Australia. This is a historic 
visit during a time of transition for 
both our nations. 

Yesterday, I spoke with Prime Min-
ister Rudd and congratulated him on 
his election as the first Labor Party 
Prime Minister in 11 years. I assured 
him of my personal commitment to 
maintaining a strong bilateral rela-
tionship between our nations in the 
years to come and discussed our com-
mon interest in advancing peace and 
prosperity for the people of the United 
States, Australia, and the world. 

The alliance between the United 
States and Australia is deep and strong 
and has stood the test of changing 
times. Labor Party leader John Cur-
tain, along with President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, established the United 

States-Australia alliance in 1942. Prime 
Minister Rudd’s trip affirms the stra-
tegic value of this relationship and the 
friendship between our people, which 
has endured across generations and ad-
ministrations. 

The United States-Australia alliance 
is a cornerstone of security and pros-
perity both in the Asia-Pacific region 
and globally. Our two nations are 
bound by shared interests, shared val-
ues, and a common heritage—bonds 
that were forged in all major wars the 
United States was involved in during 
the 20th century, a distinction unique 
to Australia. And, as a new century 
dawns, we are beginning to write a new 
and important chapter in the bilateral 
relationship. 

Indeed, during his first press con-
ference the day after his election, 
Prime Minister Rudd reiterated his 
strong commitment to the United 
States-Australia alliance, a deep com-
mitment to a partnership of equals 
that I share. 

Like the United States, Australia is 
trans-Pacific in orientation, and for 
this reason our perspectives and per-
ceptions about regional and global af-
fairs are often tightly aligned. The 
United States benefits from an Aus-
tralia that can act as a regional leader 
in East Asia but one with global inter-
ests and capabilities as well. 

The Prime Minister’s visit provides 
an opportunity for the people of Amer-
ica to express our deep appreciation for 
Australia’s contributions in combating 
al-Qaida. We will never forget that fol-
lowing the attacks on September 11, 
2001, Australia invoked the ANZUS 
treaty in support of the United States. 

Australia has deployed some 1,000 
troops in Afghanistan to the Inter-
national Security Assistance Force, as 
well as about 1,500 combat and support 
troops in Iraq. Prime Minister Rudd 
has also demonstrated real leadership 
in tackling the critical global chal-
lenge of climate change. Within a few 
weeks of assuming office, the Prime 
Minister successfully pushed for the 
ratification of the Kyoto Protocol as 
one of the first official acts of his ad-
ministration. He personally led Aus-
tralia’s delegation to Bali, Indonesia, 
to participate in international negotia-
tions on a post-Kyoto protocol. 

In Asia, the quality of our alliance 
and scope of our diplomatic partner-
ship shine brightly. We both face a rap-
idly evolving security order defined by 
traditional and nontraditional security 
problems. These include changing re-
gional power dynamics and rivalries, 
territorial disputes, resource competi-
tion, terrorism, proliferation of weap-
ons of mass destruction, failed states, 
environmental degradation, and pan-
demic diseases. Managing this complex 
blend of security challenges requires 
leveraging both bilateral and multilat-
eral mechanisms. 

The Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion, APEC, organization, in which 
Australia took the lead in creating in 
1989, has advanced economic liberaliza-

tion and integration throughout the 
Asia-Pacific. Australia’s involvement 
in the East Asia Summit since its in-
ception is a welcome development. The 
Trilateral Security Dialogue among 
the United States, Australia, and 
Japan has become an important chan-
nel for coordinating policy and com-
bining capabilities in addressing 
emerging security challenges in the 
Asia-Pacific. 

As the security order in Asia evolves, 
Australian participation, leadership, 
and defense of our common values and 
interests are critical to building open, 
inclusive, transparent, and flexible re-
gional structures and arrangements. 
The new arrangements cannot replace 
America’s bilateral alliances—alliances 
which are not directed at any one na-
tion but which have served as the foun-
dation for peace and stability in Asia 
for nearly half a century. But these 
new mechanisms, building on our tradi-
tional alliances, can help sustain the 
conditions for Asia’s peace and pros-
perity to continue. 

Prime Minister Rudd brings special 
skills and experiences to this new chap-
ter in United States-Australia rela-
tions. His progressive domestic policy 
agenda, innovative and realistic diplo-
macy, and optimistic vision enrich the 
already solid base of our bilateral dia-
logue, reminding us that we can ac-
complish more when we listen to our 
friends and allies than when we lecture 
them. 

Prime Minister Rudd’s visit is an op-
portunity to rededicate ourselves to 
the United States-Australia alliance 
and to our broader bilateral relation-
ship. America’s foreign policy, national 
security and economic interests gain 
greatly from the deep ties with our 
friends down under.∑ 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President the first 
small business incubator in St. Charles 
County was opened 15 years ago in 
March 1993 by the Economic Develop-
ment Center at 5988 Mid Rivers Mall 
Drive in St. Peters, MO. 

The EDC business incubator has be-
come a landmark in the heart of St. 
Charles County serving as a beacon for 
new entrepreneurs and business owners 
and hosting countless special events 
for the business community and gen-
eral public. 

More than 150 companies with 500 
jobs have graduated from the EDC in-
cubator into the general marketplace 
and grown those jobs into more than 
1,000 impacting St. Charles County and 
the St. Louis region. 

The EDC incubator facilities provide 
startup assistance, month-to-month 
leases, shared office equipment, con-
ference rooms, professional support 
staff, and access to important re-
sources such as training and financial 
assistance; and, 
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When the EDC opened its doors in 

1993, St. Charles County had a total 
labor force of 132,602, total population 
of 232,360, and total assessed valuation 
of less than $2 billion. 

Thanks to the efforts of the EDC and 
a myriad of organizations and individ-
uals in St. Charles County, today the 
area has a total labor force of 189,862, 
total population of nearly 350,000, and 
total assessed valuation of more than 
$7 billion. 

Local community leaders in business 
and government along with State and 
Federal officials helped to foster the 
development and dynamic 15-year 
track record of the EDC’s business in-
cubator and other specialized business 
services. 

The tremendous impact and impor-
tance of the Economic Development 
Center’s small business incubator facil-
ity will certainly continue to grow suc-
cessful businesses, well-paying local 
jobs, the expanding local tax base, and 
the exceptional quality of life enjoyed 
in St. Charles County, MO.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT DOOLEY 

∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President, since his 
college graduation from Quincy Uni-
versity in 1982, Mr. Robert Dooley has 
been teaching high school and middle 
school band and vocal music at Clark 
County R–1 High School. Throughout 
his teaching career, Mr. Dooley has in-
structed 2,823 students in band alone at 
the Clark County R–1 High School. In 
addition, Mr. Dooley has brought to-
gether over 150 parents and volunteers 
to bolster the Fine Arts Booster Orga-
nization in Clark County, which has 
fundraised, supported, and made pos-
sible the fine arts department in Clark 
County. 

Clark County R–1 School has one of 
the finest music and band programs in 
the State of Missouri. In 2006 Mr. 
Dooley was named Kiwanis Club Teach-
er of the Year and received the Mis-
souri Association of Rural Education 
Outstanding Rural Secondary Teacher 
of the Year Award. In June 2008, the 
Marching Indians will be traveling to 
Hawaii to march in the King Kameha-
meha Parade and will perform at Pearl 
Harbor aboard the USS Missouri. These 
achievements are due largely to Mr. 
Robert Dooley’s commitment to excel-
lence in teaching and inspiring the 
young musicians in Clark County. 

Having a strong school system is a 
strong asset for any community. Mr. 
Dooley’s talents and achievements in 
teaching at Clark County R–1 School 
have added great value to the Clark 
County R–1 School district and the 
lives of the children and families in 
that community. ∑ 
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ARTHUR LYONS: IN MEMORIAM 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor and share with my colleagues 
the memory of a very special man, Ar-
thur Lyons of Palm Springs, who died 
March 21, 2008. He was 62 years old. 

Arthur Lyons was a man of many tal-
ents and will be fondly remembered for 
his groundbreaking work with film 
noir cinema, his success as an author, 
his dedication to the city of Palm 
Springs, and his love for the environ-
ment. 

Arthur was born on January 5, 1946, 
in Los Angeles, CA. His family moved 
to Palm Springs when Arthur was 11. 
After graduating from the University 
of California at Santa Barbara in 1967, 
Arthur tapped into his lifelong passion 
for film noir and began writing as a 
novelist, a screenwriter for Universal 
Studios, and as a cofounder of the 
Writers Conference, among other 
projects. 

Arthur wrote his first novel, ‘‘The 
Dead Are Discreet’’, in 1974 and went 
on to author 23 more books, many of 
them mystery novels, including the 
successful Jacob Ashe detective series. 
His nonfiction sensation, ‘‘Death on 
the Cheap: The Lost B Movies of Film 
Noir’’, reflected his interest in film 
noir cinema, the traditional Hollywood 
crime dramas of the 1940s and 1950s. 
After writing crime novels for over 25 
years, Arthur partnered with Craig 
Prater in 2001 to launch the Palm 
Springs Film Noir Festival—one of the 
first such festivals in the Nation. A 
man of unbridled enthusiasm for the 
film noir style, Arthur would encour-
age attendees to dress up in mobster- 
style clothing that was typical of that 
Hollywood era. 

A member of the Palm Springs City 
Council from 1992 to 1995, Arthur was 
an advocate of energy deregulation in 
California and helped create Palm 
Springs Energy Services. During his 
time on the city council, Arthur also 
helped to create Palm Springs 
Villagefest, a street fair held every 
Thursday that hosts food booths, a cer-
tified farmer’s market, and craft and 
artisan booths. In recognition of his 
positive contributions to the Palm 
Springs community, Arthur was hon-
ored with the 287th Golden Palm Star 
on May 30, 2007. 

Those who knew Arthur Lyons recog-
nized him as a uniquely passionate and 
brilliant man. He took pride in pro-
moting causes that he held close to his 
heart. His work as an author, screen-
writer, director, and elected official 
will be remembered fondly by all those 
whose lives he touched. He will be 
deeply missed. 

Arthur is survived by his wife Bar-
bara Lyons and his uncle David 
Lyons.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING THE BAY AREA 
GREEN BUSINESS PROGRAM 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I take 
this opportunity to recognize the 10th 
anniversary of the Bay Area Green 
Business Program in Contra Costa 
County, the Contra Costa Green Busi-
ness Program. 

Founded in 1998, the Contra Costa 
Green Business Program was one of the 
first green business programs to be es-

tablished in the nine-county Bay area 
region. Composed of a partnership be-
tween local, regional, State, and Fed-
eral Government agencies and utilities, 
the Bay Area’s Green Business Pro-
grams help local businesses throughout 
the Bay area proactively conserve re-
sources, prevent pollution, and mini-
mize waste. 

Californians have always led the way 
in fighting for a clean environment. I 
applaud the Contra Costa Green Busi-
ness Program for strengthening and 
sustaining the quality of the environ-
ment in the county through a collabo-
rative partnership of public and private 
organizations that encourages, enables, 
and recognizes businesses taking ac-
tion to prevent pollution and conserve 
resources. 

Breaking with the tradition of envi-
ronmental initiatives targeting big 
businesses, the Contra Costa Green 
Business Program offers small- to me-
dium-sized businesses a complete envi-
ronmental guide, scaled to their oper-
ations, for conserving energy and 
water, reducing waste, preventing pol-
lution, and complying with environ-
mental regulations. It also certifies 
and recognizes businesses of all types 
for meeting these rigorous environ-
mental standards. 

The Contra Costa Green Business 
Program has certified over 300 busi-
nesses throughout the county in the 
last 10 years. I commend the program’s 
dedicated staff and volunteers who 
work diligently to show local busi-
nesses how they can be both green and 
profitable at the same time. By recom-
mending a wide range of measures that 
help lessen greenhouse gas emissions 
and conserve resources, the Contra 
Costa Green Business Program is help-
ing smaller businesses protect the cli-
mate in very meaningful ways. 

I congratulate the Contra Costa 
Green Business Program for its dedi-
cated work on this special occasion, 
and I send my best wishes for many fu-
ture successes over the next 10 years.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO REBBECA WOOD 
WATKIN 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I am 
pleased and honored to salute my dear 
friend Rebecca ‘‘Becky’’ Wood Watkin 
as she celebrates her 95th birthday. 

Born on April 4, 1913, in Portland, 
OR, Becky graduated from Bryn Mawr 
College in 1933 and went on to the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania to study archi-
tecture. Undeterred by the fact that 
the Architecture Department did not 
accept female students at that time, 
Becky completed all required courses 
and became the first woman graduate 
in architecture from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1937. That same year, 
Becky relocated to San Francisco and 
applied at a variety of architectural 
firms, none of which wanted a woman 
in the drafting room. Despite her dif-
ficulties with finding employment in 
the male-dominated workforce, Becky 
persevered, earning her California ar-
chitectural license in 1944. 
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